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NEW SCI-FI 


Doctor Who: The 
Power of the Daleks 

Saturday, BBC Store, 5.50pm 


.An a nimated 
J Doctor has a 

encounter P 
with the Dalel^ 




It's a history-altering story that 
would do the Doctor proud. Forty 
years after it was lost forever, a 
classic Doctor Who adventure is 
being brought back to life thanks 
to a new BBC animation. 

The six-part story, 

The Power of the 
Daleks, is one of the 
legendary serials 
of the early Who 
years. Originally 
broadcast between 
5 November and 10 
December 1 966, it was _ 
the first full story to PatjjckTroughton debuts 

as the Second Doctor 


feature Patrick Troughton 
as the Second Doctor. 

When the last existing copies 
of the story were destroyed in 
an archive purge in the 1970s, 
the episodes were lost to history. 
However, a team from the BBC 
have recreated the six episodes as a 
new animated serial, to be released 
50 years to the day after it first aired. 

Executive producer Paul 
Hembury says the idea followed on 
from A Stripe for Frazer, the missing 
Dad's Army episode that was 
revived as an animation in February 
using the original audio recording. 

T worked on that lost episode, 
and it was through doing that show 
that we thought about Doctor 
Who] he explains. 


FAITHFUL 
RECREATION 

‘We were 
confident we 
could take a similar 
approach with The Power 
of the Daleks, not least because we 
had access to a tape recording of the 
original soundtrack. Someone had 
stuck a microphone in front of the 
telly when it was broadcast in 1 966 
and kept it, and it was high quality.’ 

Working with scripts and stills 
from the drama, plus interviews 
with surviving members of the 
crew, Hembury ’s team were able to 
piece together a nearly exact copy. 

Tf you compare our animated 
version to the screen grabs that still 
exist, it’s incredibly faithful,’ he says. 
Tf s probably as close as we’re ever 
going to get to seeing the original.’ 

The return of The Power of the 
Daleks is a genuine boon for Who 


fans, he adds. ‘There are 97 lost 
episodes of the classic Doctor Who 
series and these ones are particularly 
sought-after. They were only ever 
transmitted once and are a much- 
missed story from the archives.’ 

The adventure is set on a remote 
human colony on the planet Vulcan, 
where the Doctor and companions 
Polly ( Anneke Wills) and Ben 
(Michael Craze) encounter three 
Daleks who appear to be acting as 
servants to the colonists. 

‘It’s quite a sinister piece 
because the Daleks have set about 
convincing people they are friendly 
and subservient,’ says Hembury. 
‘Needless to say, Daleks being 
Daleks, it’s all a dreadful plot...’ 

• The Power of the Daleks is 
available to buy and download 
from the BBC Store from Saturday 
at 5.50pm until 14 November. 
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Sci-Fi Preview 





Pearl Mackie 


^jomsasnew 
companion Bill 


Our next date with the Tardis 
is this year's Christmas special, 
which will see the Time Lord 
team up with superhero Doctor 
Mysterio and the return of Matt 
Lucas' Nardole in what Who 
stalwart Mark Gatiss has 
described as one of Steven 
Moffat's 'best ever scripts'. 

That will be followed by 
a full 10th series in April 2017, 
Moffat's last as showrunner 
before he hands over to 
Broadchurch creator Chris 
Chibnall. Series 1 0 details are 
harder to come by than Dalek 
teeth. What we do know is that it 
will see more Nardole, a cameo 
from David Suchet as a character 
called the Landlord, plus the 
arrival of West End actress Pearl 
Mackie as new companion. Bill. 

Mackie describes her as 'cool, 
strong, sharp and a little bit 
vulnerable with a bit of 
geekiness thrown in.' Not a 
bad combination for the most 
dangerous job on television. 


TURN OVER FOR MORE 
GREAT SCI-FI TV... 



Iron Fist 

NETFLIXMARCH2017 
Hot on the heels of Marvels 
Daredevil Jessica Jones, and Luke Cage, 
the fourth show in the interlinked line - up 
features British actor Finn Jones as Danny Rand, a billionaire 
who returns home to New York City after disappearing years earlier. 

Armed with a newfound expertise in mystical martial arts and Buddhist 
philosophy, Danny finds himself fighting the criminals looking to take 
over the city while also trying to reconnect with the life he left behind. 

‘He’s from a very wealthy family, but on the other hand he’s been in 
this world of K’un-Lun for a long time where he’s learned kung fu and 
Buddhism’, says Jones, who played Loras Tyrell in Game of Thrones. ‘There’s 
a contradiction in those elements that’s going to be really fun to play.’ 



Travelers 

NETFLIX2017 
This sci-fi from Stargate SG-1 
creator Brad Wright is set hundreds 
of years in the future, where the last 
surviving humans discover how to 
send consciousness back through 
time, directly into people in the 2 1st 
Century. These ‘travellers’ take on 
the lives of seemingly random 


people, while secretly trying to save 
humanity from its terrible future. 

Eric McCormack plays FBI 
Special Agent Grant MacLaren who 
leads the mismatched team which 
includes ‘intellectually disabled’ 
Marcy (MacKenzie Porter), her 
carer David (Patrick Gilmore), high 
school quarterback Trevor (Jared 
Abrahamson), single mother Carly 
(Nesta Cooper), and young heroin 
addict Philip (Reilly Dolman). 



Legion 

FOX FEBRUARY 2017 
Dan Stevens is a long way 
from Downton Abbey in this 
new Marvel drama. Inspired 
by the mutant telepathic 
character from the X-Men 
comics, the series focuses on 
the troubled David Haller 
(Stevens), who has struggled 
with mental illness for most 
of his life. Learning that his 
visions might be real, David 
then encounters therapist 
Melanie Bird (Jean Smart), 
who opens his eyes to his 
extraordinary potential. 
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Sci-Fi Preview 


\ Malcolm Barrett, 
ijMattLanter, 
IXbigail Spencer 7 
rand Goran Visnjic 


Timeless 

E4 DECEMBER 
This action drama follows 
a group of crimefighters 
chasing terrorist Garcia 
Flynn (Goran Visnjic) 
through the past after 
he steals a time machine 
from the mysterious 
Mason Industries. 

With Flynn disappearing 
into history, the US 
government puts together 
a team of experts to stop 
him - history professor 
Lucy Preston (Abigail 
Spencer), soldier Wyatt 
Logan (Matt Lanter), and 
Rufus Garlin (Malcolm 
Barrett), a technician at 
Mason Industries who 
pilots another time 
machine in hot pursuit. 

As the team attempts to 
stop Flynn, they travel to 
some key moments in 
history, including the 
assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln, Watergate and 
World War Two. 






Ricky Whittle and Pablo 


Schreiber as Shadow 


Moon and Mad Sweeney 


Ben McKenzie's 


The Man in 
the High Castle 

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO DECEMBER 
In its first season, this Emmy- award winning drama 
was Amazon s most- watched original drama. The 
alternative history action is set in a United States that 
lost World War Two and is now divided by German 
and Japanese rule with a neutral zone in the Rockies. 

As the series returns, Juliana (Alexa Davalos) deals 
with the decimation of the resistance, her boyfriend 
Frank (Rupert Evans) becomes more radicalised, 
and antique store owner Robert (Brennan Brown) 
finds his new status coming under threat. 
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Gotham 

CHANNELS 2017 


Jim Gordon turns 


bounty hunter 


The Batman origin series 
introduces a new villain for 
its third run - Australian 
actor Benedict Samuel as 
Jervis Tetch, aka Mad Hatter, 
a hypnotist teetering on 
the edge of madness. 

The action picks up six 
months after the season two 
finale, with Jim Gordon now 
working as a bounty hunter 
tracking down the Arkham 
Asylum escapees, while 
Bruce faces danger when 
he tries to take on the 
cabal pulling the strings 
at Wayne Enterprises. 



Trolihunters 

NETFLIX DECEMBER 

Pan's Labyrinth director Guillermo del Toro turns his hand to a 
family- friendly animation with this tale of teenager Jim, voiced by the 
late Anton Yelchin, and his two best friends who discover that beneath 
their home town lies a raging battle between good and evil trolls. 

The voice cast also includes Frasiers Kelsey Grammer as the kind- 
hearted troll who befriends Jim, and Sons of Anarchy sRon Perlman 
as the sinister troll who targets Jim and his friends. 



American 

Gods 

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO 

EARLY 201 7 

Former Strictly runner-up Ricky 
Whittle takes the lead role in this 
fantasy drama from Hannibal 
creator Bryan Fuller, based on Neil 
Gaiman’s novel of the same name. 

The former Hollyoaks star 
plays ex-con Shadow Moon, who 
accepts a job from a mysterious 
man called Wednesday (Ian 
McShane), who turns out to be the 
god Odin from Norse mythology. 
He is making his way across 
J ^America, gathering all the old# ^ 
gods, including Bilquis ( Yetide ^ 

Badaki), for a battle against an 
upstart pantheon of gods who 
reflect society’s love of money, 
technology, media, celebrityand 
drugs. Gillian Anderson also stars. 


Yetide Badaki 



Sofie Grabel and 
Richard Dormer as 
Odegard and Andersen 
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SKY ATLANTIC JANUARY 2017 
The murder mystery returns for a second 
supernatural series with a stellar line-up 
of new stars including Dennis Quaid as 
troubled fisherman iVIichael Lennox and 
Michelle Fairley as his wife Freya. 

A fresh murder and more 
mayhem rocks the isolated 
community as the drama 
picks up several weeks 
on from the first series 
finale. Can Governor 
Odegard (Sofie Grabol) 
keep the peace? Watch 
out for those polar bears! 


as Michael 



